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Note. Image generated using the prompt “Ms. O'Leary's cow in the barn with a lantern near his feet in vintage style” by Canva, 2024. (canva.com)
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Vocabulary
HISTORICAL ABSURDITIES, BIASES & FAKE NEWS

The Daily Fake 

News

● Historical Bias is made up 

of:

○ Political agenda

○ Cultural background

○ Limited information

○ Perspectives & bias of 

others including

historians

● Skew our understanding 

which can have major 

consequences.

Historical Bias Satire vs. Sarcasm
● Satire is being misled and then 

laughing at ourselves.

● Sarcasm is sharp satire intended 

to cut.

Post-Truth
● Post-Truth:  Objective facts 

mean less than someone’s 

emotions or personal beliefs.

● Conspiracy Theory: Secret 

group of powerful people are out 

to get you.



DIFFERENT  PERSPECTIVES

By Tim Rickard / Brewster Rockit, Space Guy
Originally published 5-2-2017



MIS-, DIS-, MAL-INFORMATION

Reference: The Deakin Library 
Blog. (March 13, 2023). Don’t 
believe everything you see. 
https://blogs.deakin.edu.au/artic
le/misinformation-2023/

https://blogs.deakin.edu.au/article/misinformation-2023/
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Semantics
Semantics is the study of meanings of 
words and phrases.

Words with different meanings need to be 
explained. For example:

‘Crash’ means:
● accident;
● a drop in the stock market; OR
● attending a party without an invitation

HISTORICAL ABSURDITIES, BIASES & FAKE NEWS

The Daily Fake 

News

Note. Image generated with the phrase “Model-T car crash in vintage style hitting a fence” using Canva, 2024. (canva.com)





I love the phrase 
“bear with me”

because it means either 
‘be patient’ 

or 
‘the zoo heist was a success’.

The Daily Fake 

News



AI LEARNS FROM HISTORY

Note. Image generated using the text “woman teaching in one room 
school house in vintage style” by Canva, 2024. (canva.com)

If AI learns from history, how will it direct 
and change based on changes in the 
future?

For example, historically women made 
less money than men.  IF AI tells HR that 
the less amount is “normal”, how do we 
change it’s bias?



IMAGE MANIPULATIONS
The choice of what images to use or not use to represent a news story is 
an important decision made by all media sources. 

❏Titles / Captions 
Camera Angles

❏Backgrounds
❏Headline
❏Placement of 

story
❏Omission of 

details
❏Statistics

Source: https://www.boredpanda.com/examples-media-truth-manipulation/
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IMAGE MANIPULATIONS

Reference: 
https://121clicks.com/inspirations/
fake-viral-photoshopped-images-
that-believed-real
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IMAGE MANIPULATIONS

Reference: Calzon, Bernardita. (Jan. 6, 2023) Misleading Statistics Examples –
Discover The Potential For Misuse of Statistics & Data In The Digital Age 
https://www.datapine.com/blog/misleading-statistics-and-data/
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IMAGE MANIPULATIONS

Reference: Calzon, Bernardita. (Jan. 6, 
2023) Misleading Statistics Examples –
Discover The Potential For Misuse of 
Statistics & Data In The Digital Age 
https://www.datapine.com/blog/misleadin
g-statistics-and-data/
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AI = IMAGE MISTRUST?

The News Literacy Project RumorGuard.
https://www.rumorguard.org/post/fox-news-did-not-feature-

taco-bell-story-on-day-of-trump-conviction

“Calling attention to a misleading image, e.g., 
one that alludes to a conclusion not present in 
the text, may come with a risk increasing its 
elaboration and unwittingly improving 
memory for the misleading conclusion.”

(Conclusion, Newman & Schwartz, 2024)
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CAN YOU TELL WHAT IS REAL OR FAKE?

REAL? OR FAKE?

HISTORICAL ABSURDITIES, BIASES & 
FAKE NEWS

READY? 
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REAL OR FAKE?



REAL OR FAKE?



REAL OR FAKE?

From The Business Insider: 
https://www.businessinsider.com/fake-
photos-history-2011-8#this-famous-
picture-of-lincoln-features-his-head-
grafted-to-the-body-of-jefferson-davis-
president-of-the-confederacy-1
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Examples
Government conspiracies are a 
great way to convince others 
that they are being targeted.
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Peter McIndoe

Founder of Bird’s 
Aren’t Real 
Movement

BIRDS AREN’T REAL



Birds Aren't Real: The conspiracy theory that satirizes conspiracy theories

Sharyn Alfonsi meets the founder of Birds Aren't Real, the conspiracy theory parodying conspiracy theories.

"60 Minutes" is the most successful television broadcast in history. Offering hard-hitting investigative reports, interviews, feature segments and profiles of people in the news, the broadcast began in 1968 and is still a hit, over 50 seasons later, regularly making Nielsen's Top 10.

Subscribe to the “60 Minutes” YouTube channel: http://bit.ly/1S7CLRu
Watch full episodes: http://cbsn.ws/1Qkjo1F
Get more “60 Minutes” from “60 Minutes: Overtime”: http://cbsn.ws/1KG3sdr
Follow “60 Minutes” on Instagram: http://bit.ly/23Xv8Ry
Like “60 Minutes” on Facebook: http://on.fb.me/1Xb1Dao
Follow “60 Minutes” on Twitter: http://bit.ly/1KxUsqX
Subscribe to our newsletter: http://cbsn.ws/1RqHw7T
Download the CBS News app: http://cbsn.ws/1Xb1WC8
Try Paramount+ free: https://bit.ly/2OiW1kZ

For video licensing inquiries, contact: licensing@veritone.com

BIRDS AREN’T REAL

Video: 60 Minutes from 
May 3, 2022
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lsgnrYog6W0

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsgnrYog6W0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsgnrYog6W0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsgnrYog6W0


LESSONS FROM BAR

❏Humor matters

❏Be careful with your vocabulary

❏ “A picture is worth a thousand words”

❏ Stay on the side of not hurting others.

❏Share with friends.

❏Try to stay away from Controversy*

*May not be possible

Image reference: https://www.nursingwithhumour.com/2020/09/29/humour-
healing/

https://www.nursingwithhumour.com/2020/09/29/humour-healing/
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Reference: 
https://www.smithsonianmag.co
m/smart-news/cia-experimented-
animals-1960s-too-just-ask-
acoustic-kitty-180964313/

CIA: PROJECT ACOUSTIC KITTY
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Note. Image generated with the text “multiple hands high five” on Canva, 2024. (canva.com)

GROUP DYNAMICS
“[In identifying misleading information]... 
social dynamics affected group performance 
stronger than equal access to online sources.”

From the Abstract
Jahnke, Isa, and Kroll, Michele Meike. (2018)
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Alan Abel, in 1959, founded The 
Society for Indecency to Naked 
Animals (SINA), a campaign to 
clothe all naked animals for the 
sake of decency.

Tagline: A nude horse is a rude horse.
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