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Agenda
• Public Libraries Collections
• Public Interest in Collections
• Special Collections and Literacy
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Public Library Collections



www.georgialibraries.org Empowering libraries to improve the lives of all Georgians

What collections
• Genealogy
• Local History

• Vertical Files
• Local Collections
• Ephemera

• Cultural
• Other
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Finding Aids @ Georgia 
Public Libraries
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Fast Fact - Public Library Collections

~ 50 -60 % of public libraries 
have some kind of special 
collections 
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Fast Facts - Public Library Collection in 
DLG
• 123 digitized 

collections
• 106,931 digitized 

items
• Materials cover most 

of the state
• Many topics and 

person’s reflected in 
collections.
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Public Interest In Collections
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Interest - Digital Collections Usage 
(YTD
• Sessions: 574556
• Views: 637219
• Total Users: 

553405
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Interest - Highest Used Digital 
Collections
1. Middle Georgia school yearbooks
2. Southeastern Native American Documents, 1730-1842
3. Gordon County, GA Obituaries
4. Atlanta Funeral Programs Collection
5. Atlanta-Fulton Public Library Collection
6. African American Funeral Programs from the Augusta-
Richmond County Public Library System
7. Funeral Programs from the Thomas County Public Library 
System
8. Hall County Georgia Historical Photograph Collection
9. Savannah City Directories
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Interest - Public Programming

• Genealogy Related 
Collections get use 
during holidays

• Programing Drives 
use
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Special Collections and Literacy
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Forms of Literacy to consider
• Information Literacy
• Media Literacy
• Artifactual Literacy
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Information Literacy
the ability to recognize when sources of knowledge or data 
are needed to address a situation or problem and to identify, 
locate, evaluate, and use the sources

https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/information-literacy.html
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Information Literacy - Exercises
• Teaching Archival Research Methods
• Explaining Archival Policies and Procedures
• Primary Source Analysis Exercises
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Example - Sound Recording
• NARA - Sound Recording Analysis Tool
• Andrew Young Recording

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z9UAZBr8GpxxRLbiysaf5jU2Zb22P2PS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/191563UcT_nfJwuEc6xiZX0_Ec14FJz51/view?usp=drive_link
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Media Literacy
is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate and create media in 
a variety of forms.

https://www.medialit.org/media-literacy-definition-and-more/
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Media Literacy - Exercises
• Analysis of specific historical media

• Paintings
• Political Cartoons
• Advertising

• Creating Media based on historical Collections
• Curating Historical Media

• Creating exhibits
• Capturing
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Media Literacy - Creating Media
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Media Literacy - Curating
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Artifactual Literacy
the ability to understand, contextualize, and interpret primary 
sources, in part by taking into consideration their physical 
characteristics

https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/artifactual-literacy.html
https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/artifactual-literacy.html
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Historical 
Literate

Public Libraries and Archival Collections
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Artifactual Literacy - Exercises
• Explaining historical context of a specific record
• Explaining process used to create a historical records
• Explaining historical context
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Artefactual Literacy - Example
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facebook.com/georgialibraries twitter.com/georgialibs

Connect with us
Josh Kitchens

jkitchens@georgialibraries.org


