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HathiTrust Digital Library
https://www.hathitrust.org/about/
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/

• What started as a project of 24 universities in 2008 has grown exponentially to 
include more than 200 member libraries (including the University System of 
Georgia). These libraries have contributed digital content to more than 18 
million items.  

• Approximately 40% of the items are in the public domain; in particular, U.S. 
federal documents account for more than 1.4 million items. 

• HathiTrust continues to demonstrate its commitment to expand and facilitate 
lawful access to digitized books.

• HathiTrust institution membership benefits and costs: 
https://www.hathitrust.org/member-libraries/

• HathiTrust institution members list:  https://www.hathitrust.org/member-
libraries/member-list/ (C = Contributing Library; SP = Shared Print Retention 
Library)
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HathiTrust Digital Library. Collection
https://www.hathitrust.org/about/ 
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/ 

• The collection includes all kinds of digitized primary and secondary source 
materials, suiting a wide range of research needs. The largest areas covered are 
language and literature, philosophy, religion, history, and social sciences. 

• Formats include books, magazines, newspapers, journals, sheet music, and 
government documents, etc. (no audio/visual files). 

• English language titles make up 51% of the collection.
• 95% of the collection was digitized from print by Google and contributed by 

member libraries. HathiTrust provides some titles that Google does not, such as 
digital collections and titles unique to each institution, as well as works from 
institutional repositories. 

• Individuals can build their own HathiTrust library collections 
(https://hathitrust.atlassian.net/l/cp/eg0eij5K)
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• “Hathi” (pronounced hah-tee) is the Hindu word for elephant. 
• The name was “chosen to express the fundamental values of the organization”, 

per Heather Christenson, a Project Manager for HathiTrust, in 2010.

• Quote from article “HathiTrust: A Research Library at Web Scale”, in Library 
Resources & Technical Services, April 2011.
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HathiTrust – the name



• For full list of members: https://www.hathitrust.org/member-libraries/member-list/
• Emory University is also a member.
• Note: each USG institution is also listed separately
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HathiTrust Members – more than 200 libraries

https://www.hathitrust.org/member-libraries/member-list/


Digital Library of Georgia. GALILEO.
Georgia-related publications from the HathiTrust Digital 
Library
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/CollectionsA-Z/hathidl_search.html 

• Public domain books from leading U.S. research libraries about Georgia from 
the HathiTrust.

• Date of original: 1743/2007
• 956 text, 3 still images
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http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/CollectionsA-Z/hathidl_search.html


Refine, left column. Digital Library of Georgia (GALILEO, University of Georgia).
Georgia-related publications from the HathiTrust Digital Library
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/CollectionsA-Z/hathidl_search.html 
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Beneath these waters : archeological and historical studies of 11,500 years along 
the Savannah River. Digital Library of Georgia. Georgia-related Publications from 
the Hathi Trust Digital Library. 
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/hathi_hathidl_miu01-002971430 
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Fort Pulaski National Monument : administrative history
Digital Library of Georgia. Georgia-related Publications from the Hathi Trust Digital 
Library.  https://dlg.usg.edu/record/hathi_hathidl_miu01-004974621 
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Two of 32 HathiTrust featured collections
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/mb?colltype=featured 

• TRAIL: Technical Report Archive and Image Library
• Number of items: 66,755
• TRAIL identifies, acquires, catalogs, digitizes and provides unrestricted access to U.S. 

government agency technical reports. Roughly 80% of TRAIL content is digitized by Google 
and is deposited in and made available through the HathiTrust. Reports are primarily prior to 
1976.

• U.S. Federal Documents
• Number of items: 995,467
• A collection of U.S. Federal Documents in HathiTrust, as identified via the HathiTrust Federal 

Government Documents Registry. This collection is a work in progress, and is updated 
regularly to add and remove content.

• And more
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What is accessible?  Limited (search-only)
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/ 

• Copyrighted items are not available to read (Listed as Limited (search-only)). 
Searches can be conducted within these texts.

• No one is able to read or download titles that are restricted by copyright law 
except in certain circumstances and services.

• Local copyright laws also impact the availability of titles to read, and restrictions 
from the vendors that digitized individual titles may impact how they can be 
downloaded.
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What can be accessed?  Full View
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/  

• Membership or an account is not required to access HathiTrust. Much of the 
collection is available to search, read, and research, as allowable by copyright 
law. 

• Public domain or open access licensing. Full View
• Anyone can read titles available to them in the public domain or by open 

access licensing.
• Other items are open to read and/or download because they are in the public 

domain (which means copyright laws do not apply to those items) or licensed 
as open access (both are listed as Full View)
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Downloading public domain works
https://old.www.hathitrust.org/help_digital_library.html#downloadhelp 

• Guest users, download
• Guest users can download public domain works in their entirety that do not 

have download restrictions (e.g., works digitized by Internet Archive and 
certain other organizations, or works that have been opened with a Creative 
Commons license). 

• Guest users can only download works one page a time if they do have 
download restrictions (e.g. a work that was digitized by Google).

• Member institution, download
• Logged in users that are affiliated with HathiTrust member institutions are 

able to download all public domain works in their entirety (regardless of the 
digitization source) as well as works made available under Creative Commons 
licenses. 

• Download format options include PDF; EPUB; Text (.txt); Text (.zip); Image 
(jpg).
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• A title recently in public domain – note that two institutions have contributed:
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More on downloading “full view” titles



• Title is now in public domain, because the book was published in 1925.
• Because this was digitized by University of Pennsylvania, the entire book can be 

downloaded by anyone (and, no need to log in).
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“The Great Gatsby”

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/penn.ark:/81431/p3k06x69r
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/penn.ark:/81431/p3k06x69r


• Famous quote from the book – “you can’t
    repeat the past…”
• can quickly get right to that page ---
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Search within the entire text



• One can select just the url
    for this page, or for the item

    url for the page: 
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/penn.ark:/81431/p3k06x69r?urlappend=%3Bseq=143 
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Page url is available

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/penn.ark:/81431/p3k06x69r?urlappend=%3Bseq=143


HathiTrust Searching. Search basics
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/search-access/#hathitrust-search-
basics 

HathiTrust Search Basics
The search bar can be searched from every page of the website and digital library. 
Expand the search bar by clicking on the Search link in the site header. Two basic 
options to begin a search:
• Search the Website: Search the content of the HathiTrust information website 

using keywords. This DOES NOT include the digital library content that you find in 
the Collection.

• Search the Collection: By default, the search results will include all the texts that 
are available to access online for this search, indicated as “Full View”. These 
titles are available to access here because they are in the public domain or 
licensed as open access. To also include texts that are restricted by copyright in 
these search results, specify “All Items” under “Item Viewability.”
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• A basic search (upper right of screen) allows for field searching as well as full text.
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Basic Search
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Title search for “The Meaning of Relativity”, by Albert Einstein

There is one “full view” option. 
That is, by default, shown.
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Showing metadata for the 
book, and that there are 2 
sources for the “full view”.
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This digitization is by 
Internet Archive. The entire 
book can be downloaded by 
anyone.



HathiTrust Searching. Using keywords. Search options. 
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/search-access/#hathitrust-search-
basics 

Search Using Keywords
• Keyword search allows for searching for topics, quotes, names, places, or 

phrases in both the information Website and the Collection.
Search Options
• When searching the Collection a search can be conducted using Full Text & All 

Fields to search all the text of all the volumes in the entire digital library including 
book information such as Title or Author.

• A search can be narrowed to only book information, such as Title, Publisher, and 
Author, by choosing All Fields indicated in the dropdown menu options. Use other 
specific fields in the dropdown menu when the exact information is known: the 
exact Title, Publisher, Author, or other book information.
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HathiTrust Searching. Additional information
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/search-access/#hathitrust-search-
basics 

• Selecting Advanced Search allows for selecting multiple fields for a 
combined search, enabling more detailed searching.

• When reading a book, use keywords to search inside that volume.
• Searching can be done inside collections of works that individuals or 

others have created. 
• Searching the Collection: 

https://hathitrust.atlassian.net/servicedesk/customer/portal/1/article/2
386919535 

• HathiTrust Help Center: 
https://hathitrust.atlassian.net/servicedesk/customer/portals 

• Cite Your Sources.  Use the citation tools in an item’s Catalog Record to 
generate correctly formatted citations in either APA or MLA format. 
HathiTrust also integrates with browser extensions (such as Zotero) to 
pull information about HathiTrust resources into your citation manager.
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• Exact phrase, all words, any words, full-text, specific fields or all fields.
• Truncation is asterisk (*) for more than one character, or question mark (?) for 1 

character.
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Advanced Search fields and options
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Showing metadata, and that 
there are 2 volumes.
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While it may seem that 
the presentation is more 
than 100 pages, it’s an 
opening statement plus 
several reports.
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• At bottom of Advanced
   Search screen – many 
    institutions to chose from.
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New Search Feature – by “Original Location”

“TRAIL” initiative is the 
Technical Report Archive 
& Image Library



• Selecting a TRAIL initiative for digitized technical reports issued by the U.S. 
government
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Can limit search to a “Featured Collection”
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Sort options – Relevance is default; or, select Title
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Though 
the report 
is only 4 
pages, the 
brief info. 
and photos 
are useful.
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Another title from the results. This detailed 
report, 110 pages, is from the Gainesville, 
Florida, office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.



HathiTrust Services and Programs
https://www.hathitrust.org/about/ 

• HathiTrust Digital Library
The HathiTrust Digital Library is home to millions of digitized books and 
publications. HathiTrust works alongside research institutions to preserve and 
grow this collection while providing lawful access to visitors around the world.

• Accessible Text Request Service 
Users from member libraries who are blind or print disabled can request copies 
of any title in the HathiTrust Digital Library collection — including copyrighted 
items — to use with adaptive technologies such as screen readers.
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HathiTrust Programs and Services
https://www.hathitrust.org/about/ 
• U.S. Federal Documents Program

The U.S. Federal Documents Program initiative expands access to and 
preserves U.S. federal publications.

• Emergency Temporary Access Service
HathiTrust’s Emergency Temporary Access Service permits temporary, 
emergency access to the collection for member libraries during service 
disruptions caused by everything from a global pandemic to the catastrophic 
impacts of climate change.

• Shared Print Program
HathiTrust’s Shared Print Program has developed a distributed, shared network 
of print collections retained in tandem with HathiTrust’s digital preservation 
services.

• Copyright Review Program
The Copyright Review Program at HathiTrust researches the copyright status of 
works in the collection, relying on an expert review team to find and open public 
domain materials in the U.S. and around the world.
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Special access  
https://www.hathitrust.org/the-collection/ 

• The Emergency Temporary Access Service (ETAS) permits special access for 
HathiTrust member institutions that suffer an unexpected or involuntary, 
temporary disruption to normal operations, such as closure for a public health 
emergency (such as COVID-19) or natural disaster requiring the library to be 
temporarily closed to its patrons

• Accessible Text Request Service (ATRS). Persons who are affiliated with a 
HathiTrust member institution using ATRS, and who are either blind or have a 
print disability, can request a copy of a copyrighted book in the HathiTrust 
collection.  

Karen Manning (Georgia Tech Library) reminded the authors of this 
presentation of the valuable services of the Georgia Library Service for the Blind 
and Print Disabled (https://gls.georgialibraries.org/ ).
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• Congressional Hearing - Televised college football : hearing before the Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, House of 
Representatives, Ninety-eighth Congress, second session, July 31, 1984 
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Excellent quality of digitization

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.31210024923599
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Digitization of a Congressional Hearing – in ERIC



• For a “full view” title that was digitized by Google, those affiliated with a member 
institution may download the entire item. Note: you will need to log in/be 
authenticated by your institution.

• Example --  a 1986 report from the University of California, Los Alamos Scientific 
Laboratory, “Los Alamos, Beginning of an Era, 1943-1945”. It notes the history of 
the development of the atomic bomb, some scientific information (design as well 
as materials), some information about planning, background on Oppenheimer, and 
also details about living in Los Alamos during World War II.
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Benefits of logging in – downloading – “Full view” title

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/ufl.31262049438228
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This is “full view” - anyone 
can read the 59 pages 
online; or, download one 
page at a time. Those 
affiliated with member 
institutions can download 
or print the entire report.
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• Can create a custom “collection” – and make it either private or public (shared)
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Benefits of logging in - collections
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Shared Collections – 
can view/search by selecting “My Collections

Can sort by Last Updated



HathiTrust Research Center 
https://www.hathitrust.org/member-libraries/services-programs/htrc/ 

• HTRC. The collection is open for text and data mining explorations.
• Access robust datasets. 
• Apply for access to secure computing environments to support advanced text 

analysis.
• HTRC Transition FAQ – “HathiTrust will suspend funding of the HathiTrust 

Research Center at the end of 2026 to allocate resources toward new programs 
that leverage emerging technologies to enhance our services and collection. 
Over the next two years, we will evaluate HTRC services for potential transition 
or discontinuation. In the near term, current HTRC services will continue with no 
change for users.”
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HathiTrust Research Center. Text and Data Mining Tools
https://www.hathitrust.org/member-libraries/services-programs/htrc/ 
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• HathiTrust + Bookworm.  Visualizes word trends in millions of volumes held by 
HathiTrust. 

• Algorithms. HTRC Algorithms are click-to-run tools for text analysis. They require 
no programming, and researchers can set the parameters for their analysis. Use 
them to explore HathiTrust worksets, which are groups of titles from the 
collection.

• Datasets and Data APIs. A dataset compiles specific features extracted from the 
full text of the HathiTrust corpus. HathiTrust also provides access to several data 
APIs. 

• Data Capsules. An advanced computing environment available only to HathiTrust 
members, data capsules provide high-capacity computing for advanced text 
analysis. Limited access to in-copyright material may be available to HathiTrust 
members.

https://www.hathitrust.org/member-libraries/services-programs/htrc/


• Website has been recently updated –  “Executive Director, Mike Furlough, recently 
shared the following message with the HathiTrust membership. The message 
outlines a plan to transition the large-scale data analysis services and 
infrastructure of the HathiTrust Research Center (HTRC) to operate under 
HathiTrust to integrate advanced and emerging computational methods into its 
work and offerings and to do so in ways that can improve HathiTrust for the 
benefit of all users. The plans include changes for the HathiTrust Research Center 
in the coming years, though in the near term, there are no changes to existing 
HTRC services and existing users can continue their work.”

https://www.hathitrust.org/press-post/plans-for-hathitrust-research-center/  
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HathiTrust Research Center - Update

https://www.hathitrust.org/press-post/plans-for-hathitrust-research-center/


• Patricia Kenly, patricia.kenly@library.gatech.edu
• Bette Finn, bette.finn@library.gatech.edu 
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Questions?

mailto:patricia.kenly@library.gatech.edu
mailto:bette.finn@library.gatech.edu
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