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Hello!
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Agenda

-  Whatis Beanstack?
=>  Building community
->  GPLS Beanstack initiatives

-  How do Georgia libraries use Beanstack?

Today’s Objective:

Conference attendees will learn about Beanstack and
how to use it at their libraries to build community and
increase engagement with library resources.




What is
Beanstack?




Beanstack: Part of the
Joyful Reading Company

>

At The Joyful Reading Company, we're bringing
engagement and access together, making it easier to

inspire reading and support the communities you serve.

We help libraries:
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Expand digital access

Increase participation in reading initiatives
Promote programs and services

Strengthen their role as literacy leaders in the
community

Demonstrate impact

Joyful
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How Does Beanstack
Motivate Readers?

-

Beanstack uses proven competition,
recognition, and gamification principles to
motivate readers and build daily reading
habits

Reward readers with digital badges,
streaks, prizes, raffles, and friendly
competition

Access Beanstack anytime, anywhere with
our highly rated mobile app (4.8 stars)




Beanstack Partners:

Across Georgia and Beyond!

61 public libraries across the state

->
->
- Tandems connection
->

University libraries

€ University of Massachusetts Amherst

€ Swarthmore University

761 schools, representing 70+ districts
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Congrats Atlantal 2-million minutes down, 8 million to go!




Building Community
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Inspire a Community
Reading Culture

-

Beanstack is highly customizable so you
can create challenges tailored to your
community and library

Beanstack’s data tools make it easy to
demonstrate impact through real-time and
historical data

For all ages, from summer reading to year
round engagement, Beanstack brings
readers together in and around your library




Challenge Templates
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Makes challenge creation easy
Customizable and editable
Georgia-specific content

Options to keep readers of all ages
engaged all year
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FIND YOUR
READING JOY!

Reading List Challenge: Adult
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Activity Badges

->  Customizable, flexible, and fun!
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Highlight programming
Promote your collection
Spotlight resources

Get patrons in the door




Community Goals

RY7 “wiwsze COLOR 895 WORLD.
7,866,562

Minutes Read as of
July 28, 2025

=>  Rally your community around reading!

€ Build community and staff buy-in

€ Engage all ages and readers

€ Demonstrate community-wide

impact minutes Can we
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€ Sites that set a community goal 6 million 3 million 8 million

have 22.25% higher enrollment minutss iirtss minutes?




When to Use Beanstack
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Summer Reading

Winter Reading

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
Year Round Genre Challenges

Tie in with Cultural and Heritage Month
Programming

New Library Cardholders

Promote Library and Community Resources




GPLS Beanstack
Initiatives
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Smokey Bear 80th Birthday Challenge

Smokey Bear Reading Badge 1
® Read 1 book

Take the Smokey Bear Pledge
© 1 activity

Learn About Smokey Bear Smokey Bear Reading Badge 2

® 6 activities ® Read 2 books
USDA @R roestserve .
Campfire Safety Srg)key Bear Reading Challenge
® 6 activities Smokey Bear Reading Badge 3 % g,,gmmlm,,m
©® Read 3 books L]

Well Done!

Date Signed




ELEMENTARY READING CHALLENGE

GEORGIA-READS
AMERICA

Georgia Reads for America 250
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HONOR THE PAST. READ FOR THE FUTURE.
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Georgia Reads for America ZSO‘QQOC

Those Rebels,

How Our Goverament Works for YOU

Johi(o<Tom W \HEN YOU -  :‘ Georgia Reads for America250:
GROW UP I oz o The Journey Begins — Read for the Future!
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Explore 25 books on American and Georgia history and civic literacy;

AR broken down by grade level for a K-12 audience.
See all 25 books at america250.georgiareads.org




Georgia Reads for America 250

Great Joby

GEORGIA*READS
AMERICA




Storycamp Youth Services Conference

BEANSTACHK
CHALLENGE



1,000 Books Before Kindergarten

You got this!

Your child's
reading

Reading Challenge J§ icurney begins

here.

GEORGIA PUBLIC &
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georgialibraries;org/1000Books
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-> Bean-A-Palooza
-> Georgia Head Bean Team




How Do Georgia
Libraries Use Beanstack?
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Sequoyah Regional
Library

=  Experience Your Library

€ Discover all of the Experience
Passes that the Georgia Public
Library Service has to offer

-  Sequoyah-Con Reading Challenge

€ Ties in with their popular annual
program

->  Beanstack Staff Training Challenge

€ Builds staff buy in and orients new
staff to Beanstack
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Piedmont Regional
Library

/ = Y BY RAVENCIAW THE
=  House Cup Challenge U X CLEVEREST WOULD

€ Ties in with Harry Potter fandom

€ Leverages recognition as a reward -
the top house with most points is
recognized each quarter on the
library’s website

THE Housre Cup
READING CHALLENGE

€ Fun badges that promote library
resources and collections

BY GRYFFiNDOR THI

BRAVEST W ERI

“ PRiZED FAR BEYOND
THE REST



Henry County Library System

-> Interactive challenge with video elements
and storyline

-  “Get to know your library”

=>  Invites readers to explore library
programming, resources, PINES,
collections,and more!




Questions?



Thank You!

AVAVAVY

ebush@georgialibraries.org cleo@joyfulreading.com



Extra Slides



Slide Example

Best Practices:

->  Text here



Slide Example

Text: example

Text: example



Theme

Select a theme for the
challenge typically
showcased in the banner and
badge art as well as
activities.

Three Items

AVAVAVY

Audience

Who will be participating in
the challenge and for what
timeframe?

Goals

What are the goals of your
challenge? What are the
milestones a reader needs to
complete?



List of Four Items

AVAVAVY

Site Settings Landing Page Content

Card with multiple lines of

Challenge Basics content



Demo

RANK READER

MD  Morganne

(]
Superstar
ivia (You)
’ Olivia (You Read 120 Minutes

Summer Reading Challenge
Completed on 6/24

1 WT We
00:20:35

120 Minutes Read



Section Divider



Another Divider
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