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Project Background: Early Black 
Catholicism 

Black Catholicism in Georgia pre-dates the 
founding of the country

Evidence in earliest sacramental register

From the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Combined Register, 1796-1816

Ar
tis

tic
 re

nd
er

in
g 

of
 L

ui
sa

 d
e 

Ab
re

go
an

d 
ot

he
rs

| K
at

e 
G

od
fr

ey
, U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f S

ou
th

 F
lo

ri
da

, S
t. 

Pe
te

rs
bu

rg



Project Background: Early Ministry

St. Benedict the Moor, Savannah. 
Established in 1874, still active today.

Bishop William H. Gross 
(1837-1898), 

5th Bishop of Savannah 
(1873-1885)

Benedictine Freedmen School, 
Skidaway, Island, 1878-1889



Project Background: Schools
St. Mother Katharine Drexel 

(1858-1955)

Immaculate Conception School, Augusta, 1964



Project Background: Turmoil of the 
1960s & 70s

Bishops from around the world gather 
at Second Vatican Council, 1962-1965

From Southern Cross, 
Savannah, GA, 12/1/1966

Worshiper at St. Benedict the 
Moor Church, Columbus, c. 1970



Black Catholic History Advisory Board
Parishioners and Alumni:

St. Peter Claver Church and School, Macon
Immaculate Conception School, Augusta

Sr. Donna Banfield, SBS
Youth Health Program Coordinator, St. 

Joseph’s/Candler Hospital
Rev. Robert Chaney, Pastor

Resurrection of Our Lord Parish, Savannah

Mission Statement: 
The mission of the Black Catholic 

History Advisory Board is to aid the 
Archives & Records Management 
Department in telling the Black 

Catholic experience in the Diocese of 
Savannah using their own voices.



The Black Catholic History 
Community Archive

Diosavblackcatholichistory.
omeka.net



Oral Histories 

Interview with Carol Cummings (right), 
and  Bettye Middlebrooks, St. Peter 

Claver Church, Macon, July 24, 2019

Interviewees of St. Peter Claver 
Church, Macon – Left to right: Alice 
Marcella Bailey, Gwendolyn Stroud 
Booker, Monroe Abram, and Carol 

Cummings, July 24, 2019

Virtual Interview with Msgr. 
William O’Neill, Cathedral of St. 

John the Baptist, October 1, 
2020



Mission Diocese = Limited Funding



Oral History Resources



OHMS Repository



Software Challenges and the DLG

VS.



Oral History Workflow

Transcribe Interview
(Intern)

Send MP4 files to the DLG

Record an Interview

Diocese of Savannah A&R DLG

Upload MP4s to Kaltura

Send Embed Codes to A&RProcess Interview in OHMS 
Repository

QC Interview

Download xml files from OHMS 

Drop xml files into OHMS Viewer

Build Interview Metadata Page in 
DLG Portal

Add Interview to Omeka
Community Archive

Send to DLG



BCH Community Archive 



Future Goals

• More interviews
• Continue to Build Community Archive
• Promote Project
• Encourage Community to Contribute
• Continued Internship Opportunities



Office of Archives & Records Management
Diocese of Savannah

Stephanie M. Braddy, Interim Director
912.201.4070

sbraddy@diosav.org

Thank you!!


