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Defining primary sources



Free, online access 
to primary sources



Empowering



Enhance Community



Teaching Online Research for Primary Sources

➔ Use search terms + primary source terms

➔ Look for trusted repositories / collections

➔ Find sources accompanied with metadata!

See handouts at https://robinmkatz.com/resources/



Value of the
Digital Library 

of Georgia

“key information 

resources on 

Georgia history, 

culture, and life”





How do you improve 
DLG’s metadata? 



Challenges of using
primary source collections online



Guidelines 
for Primary 

Source Literacy

“the range of 

knowledge, skills, 

and abilities required 

to effectively use 

primary sources”





Guidelines for Primary Source Literacy

1. Conceptualize
2. Find and Access
3. Read, Understand, and Summarize
4. Interpret, Analyze, and Evaluate
5. Use and Incorporate

Learn more at https://bit.ly/3Q6ppGF
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Uses for Guidelines for Primary Source Literacy

● Shared vocabulary
● Pare down
● Advocate
● Teach

○ Curricula/materials, collaborations, facilitation
● Collection development
● Design and delivery



Backward Design



Understanding by Design
by Wiggins & McTighe 



410 Measurable 
Learning Outcomes for 
Primary Source Literacy

forthcoming, Society of American Archivists



Measurable Learning Outcomes (Easily Quantified)

Guidelines objective 2B: Be familiar with the most common 

way primary sources described, such as catalog records 

and archival finding aids.

MLO #66: Students will be able to match the filters used in 

a specific platform to correct definitions.



Measurable Learning Outcomes

Custom MLO #66: Students will be able to 

match the filters used in the Digital Library of 

Georgia  to correct definitions.

Final MLO: Students will be able to correctly 

match 4 of 5 filters used in the Digital Library 

of Georgia to their correct definitions.

(Easily Quantified)



Then, you design



Active Learning



How to Use the Data



Measurable Learning Outcomes (More Complex)

Single Point Rubrics

How You 
Can Grow

Criteria How You’ve 
Met Criteria

How You’ve 
Excelled

U
N
D
E
R
S
T
A
N
D
I

N
G

Includes an accurate factual overview

Identifies 3+ main points, cites readings

Connects main points to the primary source

P
E
R
F
O
R
M
A
N
C
E

Uses persuasive and engaging language

Concise, well organized

Clear visual aids



Top 5 Resources for Primary Source Literacy

1. Using Primary Sources: Hands-On Instructional Exercises, 

edited by Bahde, Smedberg, and Taormina (2014)

2. SAA Teaching with Primary Sources case studies 

(peer reviewed, online, open access)

3. TPS Collective (newsletter, listserv, Slack, Twitter)

4. TPS Fest unconference,  Aug 2-4, 2022

5. Library Juice Primary Source Pedagogy course, Oct 2022



Integrate Primary Source Literacy in Your Work

1. Use the Guidelines
2. Keep it simple
3. Ask for / dedicate resources
4. Make things
5. Collaborate
6. Experiment 
7. Build collections
8. Design is not an afterthought



Primary Sources 
are Everywhere


