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Session 
Agenda

✓ Introductions and Goals

✓ What is Research?

✓ Review “Ready for Research” Guide
○ 5 Steps
○ Graphic Organizers
○ Discussion - how can this support 

educators/students

✓ Debrief and Next Steps



Session 
Objectives

✓ Identify key components of formal 
research versus informal research

✓ Unpack the steps of Britannica’s 
“Ready for Research” guide to 
support student research projects

✓ Understand proper use of sources to 
avoid plagiarism and copyright 
infringement



What I’m 
here for:

✓ Telling you what to do

✓ Telling you how to teach

✓ Dictating how to 
implement your curriculum

✓ Selling Britannica 
resources

✓ Demonstrate strategies 
and provide resources to 
enhance and deepen 
student research skills 

✓ Discuss how these 
strategies can be 
implemented to create 
positive outcomes for 
students

What I’m not 
here for:



Housekeeping

Today’s Resource: 
Britannica School
✓ Three levels of online resources for 

students and educators

✓ Articles, photos, illustrations, primary 
source documents, maps, and more!

✓ Accessible on any device, anywhere, at 
any time

✓ Safe, reliable, up to date

✓ Access for all Georgia Public K12 
Educators through GALILEO



Support 
Tools

● Britannica Learn Asset Library
○ Scavenger Hunts, Graphic Organizers, 

Promotional Materials, Infographics, 
Posters and more

● Public Webinars
○ Offered monthly, live and on-demand
○ Britannica School Product Training
○ Thematic Monthly Webinars by 

Britannica Consultants

● Asynchronous Tutorials
○ Guided tour of Britannica School
○ Also available for Britannica LaunchPacks 

and ImageQuest

https://britannicalearn.com/resources-old/
https://britannicalearn.com/professional-learning/public-webinars/
https://sites.google.com/eb.com/bschooltutorials/home


Stay accurate and 
relevant with 
nearly 1,200+ 
monthly content 
updates made by 
our in house 
editorial team, 
including former 
teachers and 
educators 



What is Research?

what research do 
you conduct on a 
daily basis?

10 Second Share
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It’s 7 AM 
Good Morning!  How do you get your news?

It’s 4 PM 
Are you researching a project or 
potential vacation spot?

It’s 10 AM 
Are you looking for a 
new doctor
or something fun to 
do this weekend?

It’s 8 PM 
Have you ever received an e-mail 
that you aren’t quite sure is 
real, or safe? 

It’s 11 PM 
Is there a question keeping you awake at 
night?



Informal 
Research

✓ Using resources to answer 
a question, solve a 
problem, or find out 
something you want to 
know

✓ Investigate:
○ Dig out facts
○ Organize facts
○ Draw conclusions

✓ Google Searches
✓ YouTube Videos
✓ Books and Magazines

✓ Questions:
○ Top NBA Scorer for 2013
○ When Lord of the Rings 

was filmed and released

Formal 
Research



Ready for 
Research

A five-step process 
to get students 
from start to finish 
in the research 
process



Step 1: 
Understand 
the Project

Questions to ask:

● What will be the final presentation?

● What is the purpose of the project?

● How many people will be involved?

● What is the minimum or maximum 

number of pages?

● What resources will you need?

● When is the project due?

Share Out: Can 
anyone provide an 
example of a 
research project you 
completed? How 
would you have 
answered the 
questions on the 
right?



Step 2: 
Select the 
Topic and 
Plan the 
Project

Answer these three questions to get on your 
way:

● Does the topic interest you? 

● Is there enough information on the topic?

● Is the topic within your abilities?

How do you know if 
you have a good 
project?



Step 2: 
Select the 
Topic and 
Plan the 
Project

What do you know about the topic?

● Make a list - you may know more than 
you think!

What do you want to know about the topic?

● Think about the purpose of your project
○ Will you INFORM, PERSUADE or ENTERTAIN 

your audience?

Brainstorm - Idea webs can help you dig 
deeper into your topic, and identify 
subtopics to explore

Activate your prior 
knowledge and 
determine next 
steps



Step 2: 
Select the 
Topic and 
Plan the 
Project
Idea Webs to hone or 
develop topics



What is the 
difference between 
a primary and 
secondary source?

10 Second Share



Step 3: 
Gather 
Information

Students should focus on the following 
criteria when evaluating sources, asking if 
the information is:
● Accurate
● Reliable
● Credible
● CurrentDetermine what 

sources you need:

● Primary/Secondary
● Where will you find 

the information?
● Refine your search
● Evaluate your 

sources

https://britannicalearn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/EvaluateResourceChart.pdf
https://britannicalearn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/EvaluateResourceChart.pdf


Step 3: 
Gather 
Information

Online searches should be specific and 
refined

Students will often use secondary sources 
(i.e. Britannica School) for research, but in 
some cases, primary sources may be 
appropriateDetermine what 

sources you need:

● Primary/Secondary
● Where will you find 

the information?
● Refine your search
● Evaluate your 

sources



Step 3: 
Gather 
Information
Where to find relevant 
information



Step 4: 
Record and 
Organize 
Facts

Take accurate Notes:

● To record main ideas you will use to 
prepare your project

● To gather specific details or evidence to 
support your main ideas

● To record quotations you want to use in 
your project

● To note graphic images that might 
support your text

Guide to note-taking



Step 4: 
Record and 
Organize 
Facts

Key takeaways:

● Avoid plagiarism - cite your sources
● Paraphrase, Summarize and Interpret in 

your own words

Guide to note-taking



Step 4: 
Record and 
Organize 
Facts
Examples of effective 
note-taking

Notecards (Interpret, 
Summarize, Paraphrase)

Outline to organize info



Step 5: 
Create a 
Presentation

Evaluate Conclusions and go back to the 
purpose of the project. Are you trying to:

● Persuade?
● Inform?
● Entertain?

Written Presentations:

● Organize your paragraphs accordingly:

○ Introductory paragraph

○ Middle paragraphs

○ Concluding Paragraph

You’ve done the research 
and organized the facts, 
now put it all together!



Step 5: 
Create a 
Presentation

Oral Presentation:

● Think about your audience
● Organize your speech (use your notes!)
● Preparation is key
● Manage your fear

Multimedia/Creating Presentation:

● Organize your talk to present info in the 
right order

● Visuals shouldn’t distract from the 
message or be too mundane

● Test special equipment in advance
● Make sure you have the space!

What type of 
presentation are you 
doing?



Wrapping it 
up
Practice self 
evaluation:

What went right?
What went wrong?
What should I do 
differently next time? 

Ready for Research includes a self evaluation 
- the more you learn, the easier you next 
research project will be!

● Reflect on your successes, what you 
enjoyed, and how you executed key 
components of the project

● Did you have any struggles or difficulties?



Wrapping it 
up
Practice self 
evaluation:

What went right?
What went wrong?
What should I do 
differently next time? 

Ready for Research also has an outlined 
Evaluation Chart for students and teachers

● Focuses on each component and step of 
the research project 

● Asks students to evaluate whether they 
did well or need more practice



Questions?

Session 
Evaluation 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_Mp-IqQ7ZftDO0sbfud1Jgti60yImweJGsv8xbA47rNV1LA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_Mp-IqQ7ZftDO0sbfud1Jgti60yImweJGsv8xbA47rNV1LA/viewform
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