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Today’s Journey
❏ How They Manipulate Us
❏ Bird’s Aren’t Real, are they?
❏ Group Dynamics
❏ Game Time!

2



MISinformation 
vs. 

DISinformation
What’s the Difference?

3



4



5



“When you tell a lie, you 
steal someone’s right to the 

truth.”

Khaled Hosseini in The Kite Runner, p. 
17-18.
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Understanding How We’re Manipulated
(Start with Vocabulary!)



“a sharp and often satirical or ironic utterance 
designed to cut or give pain”
(Definition of sarcasm from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary ) Accessed 
10-5-2022.

Sarcasm

Successful satire comes from being realistic 
enough that it initially tricks readers into believing 
one thing, only to make them "laugh at their own 

gullibility when they realize that they've fallen 
victim to one of the oldest tricks in the history of 

rhetoric."

Reference: 
https://www.npr.org/2022/10/04/1126773469/onion-supreme-court-brief-author-interview

Satire

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sarcasm
https://www.npr.org/2022/10/04/1126773469/onion-supreme-court-brief-author-interview


Vocabulary
9

Post-Truth

“a belief that an event or situation is the result of a secret 
plan made by powerful people”
(Definition of conspiracy theory from the Cambridge Advanced Learner's 
Dictionary & Thesaurus © Cambridge University Press) Accessed 10-2-2022.

Conspiracy 
Theory

“relating to a situation in which people are more likely to 
accept an argument based on their emotions and beliefs, 
rather than one based on facts”
(Definition of post-truth from the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary & Thesaurus 
© Cambridge University Press) Accessed 10-2-2022.

Image Bias
“The choice of what images to use or not use to represent a 
news story is an important decision made by all media 
sources. For example, accompanying a war article with a 
picture of dead bodies as opposed to a picture of patriotic 
soldiers is a conscious decision made by a new source”
(https://websites.umich.edu/~newsbias/img_sec.html) Accessed 10-6-2022.

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/belief
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/event
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/situation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/result
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/secret
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/plan
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/powerful
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/relate
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/situation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/likely
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/accept
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/argument
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/based
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/emotion
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/belief
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/rather
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/based
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/fact
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/
https://websites.umich.edu/~newsbias/img_sec.html


Titles & captions

Camera Angles

Backgrounds

How do 
they 
create 
image 
bias? Statistics



Reference: 
http://www.thinkinghumanity.com/2018/11/13-photos-demonstrate-how-media-
gives-a-false-idea-of-the-truth.html

http://www.thinkinghumanity.com/2018/11/13-photos-demonstrate-how-media-gives-a-false-idea-of-the-truth.html
http://www.thinkinghumanity.com/2018/11/13-photos-demonstrate-how-media-gives-a-false-idea-of-the-truth.html


Reference: Calzon, Bernardita. (Jan. 6, 2023) Misleading Statistics Examples – Discover The 
Potential For Misuse of Statistics & Data In The Digital Age 
https://www.datapine.com/blog/misleading-statistics-and-data/ 12

https://www.datapine.com/blog/misleading-statistics-and-data/


House Representative Jason 
Chaffetz of Utah showed this 
during a Congressional Hearing 
on Sept. 29, 2015 on Planned 
Parenthood..



Reference: Calzon, Bernardita. (Jan. 6, 2023) Misleading Statistics Examples – Discover The 
Potential For Misuse of Statistics & Data In The Digital Age 
https://www.datapine.com/blog/misleading-statistics-and-data/

The data on the Planned 
Parenthood’s Annual Report.

https://www.datapine.com/blog/misleading-statistics-and-data/


Real or Fake Imagery?
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Deforestation of the Rain Forest
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Introducing Bird’s Aren’t Real
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Peter McIndoe
Founder of Bird’s Aren’t Real 

Movement



20

Video: 60 
Minutes from 
May 3, 2022
https://www.y
outube.com/w
atch?v=lsgnrY
og6W0

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsgnrYog6W0&t=2


History of Birds 
Aren’t Real
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Using Absurdities to Make Your Point

Reductio ad Absurdum

Latin for “Reduction to 
Absurdity”

Characterizing an 
argument to its 

absurdities.

Presenting an argument in a 
way that it appears to go 
against all tenets of logic

The counterargument might 
be so silly that no 

reasonable person would 
take that position.

Reference: https://homework.study.com/explanation/what-reduces-an-argument-down-to-the-point-of-absurdity.html

https://homework.study.com/explanation/what-reduces-an-argument-down-to-the-point-of-absurdity.html


Example of Reductio 
ad absurdum
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You are in trouble for skipping school, 
but you tell your father, "All of my 

friends were going!"

He says, "Well, if all of your friends were 
going to jump off of a bridge, would 

you do that, too?"

Reference: 

https://www.softschools.com/examples/literary_t
erms/reductio_ad_absurdum_examples/337/

                   Image Reference:

Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc./Patrick O'Neill Riley

https://www.softschools.com/examples/literary_terms/reductio_ad_absurdum_examples/337/
https://www.softschools.com/examples/literary_terms/reductio_ad_absurdum_examples/337/


If someone says “X”, then you respond with 
the ultimate extreme opposite 

Example:

X=Girl Scouts sold $500 worth of cookies in 
an hour

Y=They couldn’t have sold $500 in a hour, 
because in an 8 hr day that’s the equivalent 

of over $1 million in a year
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Appeal to Extremes

Example from https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/logicalfallacies/Appeal-to-Extremes

https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/logicalfallacies/Appeal-to-Extremes
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsgnrYog6W0&t=233


★ Humor matters

★ Be careful with your vocabulary

★ “A picture is worth a thousand words”

★ Stay on the side of not hurting others.

★ Share with friends.

★ Try to stay away from Controversy*

Engaging Patrons:   Using Lessons from BAR

26

* May not be possible.
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Group Dynamics

Reference:  Jahnke, Isa, and Kroll, Michele Meike. (2018). 
Exploring students’ use of online sources in small groups with 
an augmented reality-based activity: Group dynamics 
negatively affect identification of authentic online information.  
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2018.e00653.

“[In identifying misleading information]... social 
dynamics affected group performance stronger than 
equal access to online sources.”

From the Abstract

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2018.e00653


Engaging Patrons

How do we engage our patrons 
with fake news?

History Absurdities!
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Ready?
Let’s take 30 seconds to 
play a game!

Is it A, B, or C?

A. Yes the cow 
did it.

B. No. Mrs. 
O’Leary did 
it.

C. No. The cow 
story was 
totally fake.



What Just Happened?
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Pressure Points:

➔ Fake Group Dynamics
➔ Arbitrary Timer
➔ Contest / Game
➔ No explanation of how to do this



Lateral Reading: Act of verifying what you’re reading as 
you’re reading it
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A. Yes, all wooden 
teeth.

B. No wooden 
teeth

C. He had some 
wooden teeth.

A. Yes the cow 
did it.

B. No. Mrs. 
O’Leary did it.

C. No. The cow 
story was 
totally fake.

What do you put in the 
search?

“George Washington 
wooden teeth”

“George Washington 
teeth”

“Replacement teeth in 
1700s”
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Questions
Is this a real thing?
Where do I look?

What search terms to 
find the money?



35

Reference: 
https://hoaxes.org/archive/permalink/the_society_for_indecency_to_naked_animals

https://hoaxes.org/archive/permalink/the_society_for_indecency_to_naked_animals


ˇ
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Alan Abel, in 1959, founded The 
Society for Indecency to Naked 
Animals (SINA), a campaign to 
clothe all naked animals for the 

sake of decency.
Tagline: A nude horse is a rude horse.



“A lie can travel halfway around the world while the 
truth is still putting on its shoes.”

Rev. Charles Spurgeon, 1834-1892
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‘The lunacy is getting more intense’: how Birds Aren’t Real took 
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/apr/14/the-lunac
y-is-getting-more-intense-how-birds-arent-real-took-on-the
-conspiracy-theorists

Birds Aren’t Real, or Are They? Inside a Gen Z Conspiracy 
Theory.  
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/09/technology/birds-arent-
real-gen-z-misinformation.html

CIA Agent Confesses to Bird Drone Surveillance (video by Birds 
Aren’t Real).  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l30_APBNPXg

Lesson plan: An experiment in misinformation (PBS).  
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/2022/04/lesson-pla
n-an-experiment-in-misinformation/

Photograph: Daniel Gonçalves/the Guardian
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/2022/04/lesson-plan-an-experiment-in-misinformation/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/2022/04/lesson-plan-an-experiment-in-misinformation/


How do we engage our patrons with absurdities?

Engaging Patrons:  Bookmarks

Children Exploration
 Tree Octopus

History Assumption
 Chicago Fire

Ideas in Science
 Walking Trees

Hoaxes
 Society for Indecency to Animals

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LREalYeYH1S8T57G-ZRpzecKDC_ZTVRd/view?usp=sharing


http://tinyurl.com
/BirdsG24

Thank you!

LinkedIn: RobbieBarber
Bluesky:  @Media_Barber

Website: TicklingTech.com

Dr. Robbie Barber
Tucker High School 
Teacher-Librarian
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