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About Open 
Education
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Open 
Education? 
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ALG – from 
Grants to 
Research 
Projects



What has USG research 
on Open Ed shown? 



In ALG’s first 
round of grants, 
students saved 
money without 

affecting learning 
outcomes or 

retention. 

Croteau, E. (2017). “Measures of student 
success with textbook transformations: 
The Affordable Learning Georgia 
Initiative.” Open Praxis, 9(1).

https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.5944/openpraxis.9.1.505
https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.5944/openpraxis.9.1.505
https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.5944/openpraxis.9.1.505
https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.5944/openpraxis.9.1.505


Students 
perceived 

faculty using 
open textbooks 

as more kind, 
encouraging, 
and creative.

Vojtech, G. and Grissett, J. (2017). “Student 
perceptions of college faculty who use OER.” 
International Review of Research in Open and 
Distributed Learning, 18(4).

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3032
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3032
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3032
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3032


Students perceived 
a free and open 

OpenStax Biology 
textbook as 

comparable to the 
work of 

commercial 
publishers.

Watson, E. Domizi, D., and Clouser, S. 
(2017). “Student and faculty perceptions of 
OpenStax in high enrollment courses.” 
International Review of Research in Open 
and Distributed Learning, 18(5).

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/2462
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/2462
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/2462
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/2462
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/2462


All students benefited 
from OER use across 

multiple courses in 
overall grades. 

Pell-eligible students, 
students of non-white 
races and ethnicities, 

and part-time students 
benefited 

disproportionately. 

Colvard, N., Watson, E., and Park, H. 
(2018). “The Impact of Open Educational 
Resources on Various Student Success 
Metrics.” International Journal of Teaching 
and Learning in Higher Education.

http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf


Faculty were 
motivated to adopt 

OER due to the cost 
of other course 
materials and a 

desire to increase 
student success. Oh, 

and grants!  

Nagashima, T. and Hrach, S. (2021). 
“Motivating Factors among University 
Faculty for Adopting Open Educational 
Resources: Incentives Matter.” Journal of 
Interactive Media in Education.

https://jime.open.ac.uk/articles/10.5334/jime.678/
https://jime.open.ac.uk/articles/10.5334/jime.678/
https://jime.open.ac.uk/articles/10.5334/jime.678/
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COVID and 
Computer Science: 

Students did not 
perceive 

differences in 
quality and 

usability with an 
open textbook.

Angelopoulou, A., Hodhod, R., & Perez, A. 
J. (2022). “Factors affecting student 
educational choices regarding OER 
material in Computer Science.” Journal of 
Computers in Education.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40692-022-00219-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40692-022-00219-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40692-022-00219-x
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40692-022-00219-x


Students use an 
open textbook 

as inconsistently 
as a commercial 

textbook. 

Tijerina, T. & Arnett, E. J. (2023). 
“Perspectives from a Departmental 
Adoption of an Open Technical 
Communication Textbook.” 
Programmatic Perspectives.

https://programmaticperspectives.cptsc.org/index.php/jpp/article/view/40
https://programmaticperspectives.cptsc.org/index.php/jpp/article/view/40
https://programmaticperspectives.cptsc.org/index.php/jpp/article/view/40
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For non-
USG 

research: 

https://openedgroup.org/the-
review-project/

https://openedgroup.org/the-review-project/
https://openedgroup.org/the-review-project/
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What’s 
next? 



What 
else?

https://www.affordablelearni
nggeorgia.org/resources/crea
te/opengenai/

https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/resources/create/opengenai/
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/resources/create/opengenai/
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/resources/create/opengenai/


What are your 
questions?



Thank You!
Jeff Gallant: jeff.gallant@usg.edu
Nakita Afaha: nakita.afaha@usg.edu 
Find us on LinkedIn!
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