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Georgia’s Online Library, GALILEO, Celebrates 15th Birthday

[INSERT DATE (CITY, STATE)]—The vision of one statewide library began in 1994 when a group of librarians in the University System of Georgia dreamed of a system that would make shared databases, universal borrowing, and unlimited access available to all Georgia citizens. The proposal for GALILEO presented to the Georgia legislature in January 1995 was actually titled, “A Vision for One Statewide Library.”  GALILEO officially launched to the University System of Georgia institutions on September 21, 1995. 

A guiding aim of GALILEO was to ensure that libraries and schools, regardless of size or budget, would have access to licensed electronic resources that had become authoritative sources for research and reference in the new digital age. The vision was realized when GALILEO access was extended to public school students and all Georgia citizens through their local public libraries.

Elizabeth Bagley, currently Director of Library Services at Agnes Scott College, was the director at South Georgia College when GALILEO first rolled out.  “It was groundbreaking and equalized information access for all citizens, ‘cradle to grave,’ she recalls.  “I remember carefully unpacking the computers that GALILEO bought - the first on my South Georgia campus to have Internet access.”

Today Georgia citizens can access GALILEO’s thousands of research journals and magazines, encyclopedias, e-books, maps, and other online tools for help with projects ranging from academic research and homework assignments to consumer health and family trees.  And because GALILEO is available 24/7, they can access knowledge anytime.

Any Georgia citizen can get a GALILEO password at their public library. Students enrolled in public K-12 schools, many private K-12 schools, and most Georgia academic institutions can get their password from their libraries and media centers. No password is needed on campus or in local public libraries.
Fifteen is a long time in Internet years. Since 1995, interfaces have grown more appealing, the social interaction of Web 2.0 has changed user behavior in the online experience, and Google has become a giant among search engines. GALILEO has flourished during these years as well, offering users security, reliability accessibility, and credibility to meet all their research needs. In the coming years, GALILEO and the resources available there will continue to evolve in response to changing user expectations and the information environment.

Join other celebrants online on September 21, 2010 to celebrate GALILEO’s 15th year. [Details]
Access knowledge anytime in GALILEO at http://www.galileo.usg.edu

